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To the Editor:
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As a member of the New Jersey Association of
Health Underwriters, | was very troubled to learn
last week about the House of Representatives &/
proposal to move forward with a government-run
health-care option.

While some in the federal government are lauding
this option as a way for businesses and families to
remove themselves from the crushing burden of

r costs, | truly believe that the
opposite will happen.

If the public option is passed by Congress, it will
function in much of the same way as the
Medicare & system does. And this system truly is
broken, as Medicare underpayments to doctors
and hospitals are ultimately passed onto
employers and individuals through higher
premiums.

A new government-run program would exacerbate
the underfunding of providers, increase individual
and family premiums by more than $526 per year
and leave fewer people with private coverage to
offset this growing cost-shift.

Not only that, but many Medicare beneficiaries
today have trouble locating a primary care
physician who will accept new Medicare patients.
Enrollees in the government-run health plan would
experience similar difficulties in locating a
participating physician who is taking on new
patients or long wait times before a patient could
visit a doctor.

Let's work to fix our current health-care system,

rather than introduce this unnecessary and expensive layer of government.

LEN SHERMAN
Florham Park

In Your Voice| READ REACTIONS TO THIS STORY

Hide Comments &

m  Health care reform: Frelinghuysen serves insurance

industry
m Health care bill does not do that

m Bureaucrats making decisions now

Related Topics
®m Health - Medicare

Contextual linking provided by Topix

EMAIL ALERTS

Enter your email address to get our Breaking News

newsletters. View a sample

GO

More Opinion Headlines

Earth to Trenton: Turn off the spending!  (2)
Guardian Angels: Send them to Dover, Morristown
Health care reform: We need a single-payer system
Health care reform: Not for just the haves  (2)

Health care reform: A good plan is being sabotaged

Latest Headlines

Lawyer: Burress will appear before grand jury

NJ lacrosse coach pleads guilty to sexual assault
Jersey City mayor vows to push on after arrests

Report: Teen pregnancy rate increases in NJ

)
2

)

Overturned car blocking lanes on westbound Route 80

ADS BY PULSE 360

Colon Cleanse Exposed

Get Listed Here

Warning! Dont try colon cleansing products until you've

seen this.
www.ColonCleanseReport.net

http://www.dailyrecord.com/article/20090726/OPINION02/307260001/1095/OPINION/W ...  7/28/2009



