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Pallone: Anger over health care bill due to misconceptions

Opponents vocal at town hall meeting in Red Bank
BY KIMBERLY STEINBERG Staff Writer

Rep. Frank Pallone Jr. (D-6th District) held his ground through three tumultuous town hall sessions on the Click here to enlarge

administration's proposed health care overhaul last week, and in the end, he remained committed to the

legislation he helped draft.

PHOTOS BY ERIC SUCAR staff Above:

Congressman Frank Pal

lone, Jr. (D-

N.J.) talks with the media during a
break in the town meeting held at Red

Bank Middle School on Aug. 25. Below:
Michael Craig of Middletown expresses

his opinion.

Three back-to-back sessions were held to accommodate the immense crowd that turned out. The first session
began at 7 p.m. and the last started at approximately 10:30 p.m. Hundredsmore lined up outside but didn't

make it in.

While some were in favor of the 1.017- page bill that Democrat Pallone helped to draft, it appeared that a
great deal more in the crowd were opposed.

Tom Degman, of Monmouth Beach, earned a standing ovation from the crowd when he asked Pallone: "Will
you remove your support from the bill if the majority of your constituents do not want it?"

"No, I'm very proud of the bill. I don't believe that the majority are opposed to this," Pallone responded.
generating a hiss of boos and profanities throughout the crowd.
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More than 1,500 people lined up outside the Red Bank Middle
School to get their chance to speak to and hear from Pallone,
chairman of the powerful Subcommittee on Health of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee, about health care reform at the
town hall meeting on Aug. 25.

After the last session, Pallone said that he did not feel frustrated
that he was unable to sway the audience.

"A lot of people coming to town hall meetings have already
formed their opinions of the bill." he said.

Pallone added that nothing he had heard that evening made him
want to report back to Washington to change the bill.

"No, I have to be honest, so much of it is misconceptions," he said.

"We pride ourselves on stability and representative government
here in Red Bank," Mayor Pasquale Menna said pointedly at the
commencement of the meeting. That statement proved ironic.

A great gift for
Several people expressed that they thought the purpose of a town any occasion...
hall meeting was so Pallone could learn what his constituents want.

Several said they felt that Pallone was ignoring constituents' wishes
in order to curry favor with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and
President Barack Obama, Search Amazon:

Even more doubted the federal government's ability to deliver a

public health care option that won't significantly raise taxes. Search New and Used
. amazon.com.

"This bill is not designed primarily to impact existing health

programs like employeesponsored programs. Medicare, and Medicaid." said Pallone, unperturbed.
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