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Small business is focus of health care forum
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Michael Aron of NJN News moderated, "How Health Care Reform Will Affect Small Business: A Town Hall
Meeting," on Aug. 19 in the Ciccone Theatre at Bergen Community College.

Panelists discuss health care reform pertaining to the current
issues facing small businesses during a forum at Bergen
Community College. From left to right are John Sarno, president
of the Employers Association of New Jersey; James Stenger, chair
of the New Jersey Small Employer Health Benefits Program
Board; Kelly Conklin, of the New Jersey Main Street Alliance; and
Rep. Frank Pallone, United States Congressman representing
New Jersey’s 6th District.

With the national debate over health care reform raging,
Meadowlands Regional Chamber, in conjunction with the New
Jersey Main Street Alliance and New Jersey Association of Health
Underwriters, sponsored a forum to discuss with small-business
owners how the proposal may affect them.
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Panelists at the forum, held at the Ciccone Theatre at Bergen Community College in Paramus on Aug. 19,
agreed that the current system needs reform, but differed in opinion on how to reach the best solution for
small businesses.

"Inflation is crippling small business," said panelist John Sarno, president of the Employers Association of
New Jersey. "Unless you could reduce costs, the small-business employers will continue to take it in the
neck.”

The forum was moderated by NJN television anchor Michael
Aron.

"This won’t be one of those town hall meetings that make the
front page of the New York Times, would it," Aron said, alluding
to other meetings held throughout the country that have turned
into shouting matches.

The four panelists included New Jersey Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr.
(D-6th District), a co-sponsor of America’s Affordable Health
Choices Act of 2009 (HR-3200), a reform bill that was presented
to Congress in July.

"This bill was presented to reform the system to address those
who are uninsured and for those Americans that get little from
their policies," Pallone said.

A hot topic at the early morning forum was whether or not a
public health care option was a viable solution in the reform
debate. Pallone and panelist Kelly Conklin, a member of the New
Jersey Main Street Alliance, agreed that the public option would
be a smart move.

"We're strongly supporting HR-3200," ConKklin said. "Tt
eliminates discrimination for previous health conditions and gender. The strong public option is essential.”

HR-3200, as it was introduced to Congress, is legislation that would attempt to provide coverage to more
people in the country and enhance the competition between insurers to lower growing insurance rates.

"This reform, if it’s passed, will help small businesses that are already paying health insurance benefits for
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